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*mm. 87-95: C5 and B-nat4 are scored in treble clef 

**mm. 87, 89, 91, 93: WWater DDip pitches until they sound down a half step to B-nat, then remove bell from water. 

m. 95: WB both Db4 and Db5. As soon as the pitches are bent to C, ring the C4 and C5 bells to sustain the sound. 
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TM

by Derek Bromme
The Sparrows of Keshum

The Sparrows of Keshum was inspired by the fantasy world of author R.R. Virdi 
in his novel “The First Binding.” He created the city of Keshum which is, to me, 
reminiscent of ancient Baghdad or Marrakech. The Sparrows are not birds, but 
rather a band of street urchin thieves who (spoiler alert) overthrow their masters 
and win their freedom. 

The piece is written using the Hindu Scale, also known as the double harmonic 
minor scale, which has a rather exotic sound I thought fitting for Keshum. 

In Western music, we are limited to the notes we have on the piano. Many 
Asian and Middle Eastern cultures use instruments and scales that play between 
the notes we commonly hear. The optional water dips in the piece are to help 
showcase these sounds.

Composer’s Note


